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Wheat Stem Sawfly Adult Flight in New Raymer and Orchard

Over the past 13 years, New Raymer and Orchard have been key monitoring sites due to
consistently high adult sawfly populations. However, in the last three years, we have observed a
significant decline in these populations (highlighted in the red box in the graph). This year, very
low adult sawflies were recorded in New Raymer or Orchard with avergae of 50 sawflies per 100
sweeps.

It is important to note that these local declines do not reflect broader state-wide trends.
Comprehensive state-wide surveys conducted in 2022 and 2024 (heat maps) indicate some of the
most severe sawfly infestations recorded to date. The exception was 2023, which was an
unusually wet year, during which sawfly populations dropped significantly across Colorado.
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Shift in Sawfly Activity to Byers

In contrast to the declining sawfly populations in New Raymer and Orchard, we have observed
consistently high sawfly activity in Byers. Based on current observations, we believe the sawflies
are at peak emergence at this site.
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We successfully completed all sawfly infestation experiments at Byers this season, and the
preliminary results are promising. Given these favorable conditions, we plan to re-locate our
sawfly experiments to Byers for the upcoming year.

Below are some photos of the team transporting two box trucks full of plants to the Byers field
site for infestation trials — a big step in adapting our research efforts to shifting population
dynamics!
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Wheat field days

We are looking forward to meeting you all next week at the Wheat field days! We have written
two articles about wheat stem sawfly in the CSU Crop Testing Making Better Decisions:
Colorado Wheat Variety Trials 2025 Technical Report.

Wheat Diseases

For wheat disease updates by Dr. Robyn Roberts, please see:
https://coloradowheat.org/category/news-events/wheat-pest-and-disease-update/
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